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GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, we know
that ISIS and other terror groups are
trying to manipulate, exploit, and
radicalize vulnerable Americans to
commit acts of terror.

An al Qaeda spokesman called for vi-
olence saying: ‘“‘America is absolutely
awash with easily obtainable firearms.
You can go down to a gun show at the
local convention center and come away
with a fully automatic assault rifle,
without a background check, and most
likely without having to show an iden-
tification card. So what are you wait-
ing for?”’

Our law enforcement, Mr. Speaker,
needs the tools to stop an attack. Un-
fortunately, the proposal to be offered
by the Republican majority this week
will actively hinder investigations. It
will make it easier for terrorists to
evade capture, and it will make Amer-
ica more vulnerable to attack.

I have spoken with the FBI Director.
He knows the current law prevents law
enforcement from blocking a gun pur-
chase by suspected terrorists. This
loophole will certainly lead to tragedy.
It is only a matter of time.

We must act now. The terrorists who
attacked us on 9/11 used planes. In re-
sponse, we barred suspected terrorists
from flying. Now terrorists are at-
tempting to exploit our weak gun laws.
Let’s make the laws stronger. Let’s
stop the next attack before it happens
and before it is too late.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for half of the remaining time until 10
p.m. as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago on this floor, the Democrats
said: We want a vote. We want a vote
on a bill that would prohibit terrorists
who are on the no-fly list from being
able to buy a gun and explosives, and
we want a vote on comprehensive back-
ground checks. So we sat down and cre-
ated a bit of confusion and maybe even
some anger.

I am pleased that the Speaker has de-
cided that maybe there will be some
piece of legislation, a piece of legisla-
tion, H.R. 5611. Unfortunately, it
doesn’t even come close to solving the
problem and probably makes it worse.
It is written in such a way that it is
virtually unenforceable, will guarantee
that terrorists will be given a heads-up
that they are being looked at and in-
vestigated by the FBI, and it puts the
courts in an impossible situation where
they have to find probable cause that
there is a terrorist out there who has
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done something bad or is likely to do
something bad, in which case just go
arrest them. You don’t need to do more
than that. You already have probable
cause. Arrest them.

The bill is a nonstarter, so we are not
going to go away. We are going to stay
at this until we have decent legisla-
tion.

There are two pieces: a bill by Mr.
KING of New York, a Republican, and
the same, coauthored by Mr. THOMPSON
of California, that would expand the
background checks, which is absolutely
essential; and also one that provides
for no fly, no buy.

We would like to have a vote on the
bills. Put them on the floor, Mr. Speak-
er. You can do this. Put your bill on
the floor, put our two bills on the floor,
and let us, the 435 Representatives,
speak to this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the minority
leader.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative GARAMENDI for his con-
sistent, persistent leadership in these
Special Orders to put forth issues of
concern to the American people.

Right now, we are talking about sav-
ing lives. We are talking about respon-
sible background checks on gun pur-
chases as well no fly, no buy. If you are
on the terrorist list, if you can’t fly,
then you shouldn’t be able to buy a
gun. What is so difficult about that for
our Republican majority to under-
stand?

Actually, on the background check
legislation, we are talking about ex-
panding the background check bill that
already exists to include Internet sales,
something relatively new—not new
compared to when we passed the bill in
the middle nineties—and we are talk-
ing about gun shows. This would save
lives to have background checks on ev-
eryone who is there to purchase a gun.

Eighty-five percent of the American
people support responsible legislation
for background checks, which is what
we are proposing, and 90 percent sup-
port no fly, no buy. The only place
where there is an obstacle to this rea-
sonable commonsense legislation is on
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives.

I am so proud of our Members led by
JOHN LEWIS 2 weeks ago, tomorrow,
who led the sit-in on the floor of the
House. It was remarkable, and it gen-
erated interest throughout the world—
over 2 billion impressions from what
went out from the floor of this House—
something remarkable, something ap-
propriate for the people’s House. Then,
following that, for this to go on for 25
hours and then to continue over the
weeks when we were in recess into our
districts, to have the beat go on. Now
we are back, and the beat will continue
to go on.

I think if there is one message of
hope that JOHN LEWIS gave all of us, it
is that we are not going away until the
job is done.

So, respectfully, I ask our Speaker of
the House to give us a vote, to enable

H4271

us to show the support that common-
sense, sensible gun safety legislation
has in this House. I believe that, if
given the opportunity, this House
would support that legislation. Maybe
that is why it will not be brought up.

But I will also associate myself with
the concerns expressed by Mr.
GARAMENDI about a bill, the Cornyn
bill. I think it has a new name in the
House. It is the gun lobby bill—the gun
lobby bill—the NRA bill. It is not a gun
safety bill. It is an excuse for not doing
something really effective and sensible.

So you will be seeing the stories of
the people and the families affected,
the most eloquent stories of all, their
stories of their loss, and they are chan-
neling their grief to make sure it
doesn’t happen to other families. What
a beautiful sense of community.

We thank JOHN LEWIS for being the
unifier in all of that, and we thank all
of our Members for their participation.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. GARAMENDI).

Mr. GARAMENDI. I thank the minor-
ity leader. I am delighted to have the
gentlewoman’s leadership on this issue.
It is profoundly important.

I understand tomorrow, at 10 o’clock,
91 people will be outside, together with
many members of our caucus, to dem-
onstrate that each day 91 people are
killed by guns here in the United
States.

So we have work to do. It is very
simple. All we are asking for is a vote
on a no fly, no buy bill that actually
works—not the Cornyn bill, not the Re-
publican bill, but one that actually
works, put together by Mr. KING of
New York and Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia—and also a bill that deals with
expanding the background check. Put
them on the floor, Mr. Speaker.

And one more, I promise, Mr. Speak-
er, we are not going to go away until
the American public has the safe gun
measures written into law.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

DEL LATTA, A DEDICATED PUBLIC
SERVANT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT) is recognized until 10 p.m.
as the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
ject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening in honor of Delbert Latta, who
served in this body for 30 years and who
sadly passed away in Bowling Green,
Ohio, on May 12.

Del lived a full and productive 96
years, and he used that time very wise-
ly. While I never had the privilege of
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